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Why net zero carbon?
• UK government’s legally binding target to reach net zero emissions by 

2050
• total greenhouse gas emissions will be equal to the emissions removed from the 

atmosphere
• commitment is rooted in the Climate Change Act 2008, which was amended in 2019 

to strengthen the target to net zero

• Council’s Climate Change Strategy 2022-2026 – aim to become a net zero 
carbon council by 2030

• July 2023, the council restated and reinforced its commitment by making a 
Climate Emergency Declaration – by 2027:

• reduce the council’s carbon footprint as much as possible
• identify a pathway offset residual carbon to achieve net zero



How are we doing?

Started adding robust calculations 
for home workingStarted adding ‘well-to-tank’ 

emissions



The details behind the 2025 figure



The details behind the 2025 figure
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The details behind the 2025 figure

200 tonnes 
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Actions completed or underway



New actions since publication of the 
Emissions Report 2025



Projected emissions
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Calculating net emissions

• The council’s buildings and activities emit carbon 
• Our land sequesters carbon
• The net carbon position = emissions – sequestration



Can be count the sequestration from 
the council green assets – and how?
• Research by the University of Hertfordshire

• established that it is discretionary for local authorities to directly provide and maintain 
green assets

• so, policy choices to do this mean sequestration should be included in a council’s net 
carbon position

• Welsh LGA
• established bespoke model to enable Welsh councils to apply the government-

sanctioned National Atmospheric Emissions Inventory (NAEI)  figures for 
sequestration from different green assets

• English LGA
• the council and HCCSP have been encouraging the English LGA to adopt a Welsh-

type approach
• English LGA has agreed for East Herts Council to lead the way



East Herts Council leading the way
• The Hertfordshire-wide Biodiversity Study allows us to categorise all 

our green assets by habitat type
• NAEI provide carbon sequestration figures for each habitat type
• Method – multiple hectares of each type by the appropriate 

NAEI sequestration figure 
• Welsh LGA has produced ‘snapshot’ carbon sequestration figures
• We want to apply the latest NAEI figures as the become available. 

An NAEI scientist has confirmed the rigour of doing this
• We will pilot this approach – the English LGA is very interested



Sequestration of carbon by the 
council’s green assets
• Initial estimate = minimum of 750 tonnes sequestered 

per year
• Detailed assessment to be carried out in 2026/27
• Final figure likely to be slightly higher given refinement of 

habitat type classification since initial estimate 



Calculating net emissions
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Emissions projected to still 
be higher than carbon 
sequestered by green 
assets in 2027
Gap of 335 tonnes to be 
reduced to achieve a net 
zero position by 2030 



Eliminating residual carbon at 2027


